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	Celebrity Reads
- read with some of the finest minds
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	Miss Ada Au (English Panel Head of Leung Shek Chee College)

Title: Dear Socks Dear Buddy – Kids’ Letters to the First Pets
Author: Hillary Rodham Clinton

Publisher: Simon & Schuster

“Dear Socks Dear Buddy is written by Hillary Clinton, the wife of ex-US president Bill Clinton and the present Secretary of State serving in the administration of President Barack Obama. She gives us a light-hearted picture of how Socks the cat and Buddy the dog participated in the White House life when she was the First Lady. There are over 80 pictures of her furry friends. What is interesting is that there are more than 50 letters written by children to the First Pets, ranging from a simple request for a “paw-tograph” to generous advice. (“Just because they went on a trip and didn’t take you doesn’t mean they don’t love you anymore.”).

If you like animals, you shouldn’t miss the photos and the guide to good pet care!  Can you guess what questions the children asked the First Pets?  Do you want to know what other ‘strange’ pets were kept in the White House before? Get the book from a public library and find out the answers! 

The book contains 200 pages but you can easily breeze it through on a Saturday afternoon!”
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	Jen Stables (i-Learner Education Consultant)

Title: “The Alchemist'”
Author: Paulo Coelho
This book follows the adventures of a shepherd boy living in Spain. It was written by Paulo Coelho to explain the difference between enjoying your life and reaching for your dreams. He gives us the idea that we all have a Personal Legend - something that we have always wanted to accomplish - and shows us that whilst the route to our legend may be difficult by following it we will learn alot about ourselves. 

This book may soon be made into a movie, but I advise you to read the book before you see the film. Reading gives you time to really make sense of stories and interpret the words in your own way. Paulo Coelho's writing is thought provoking and inspirational so you will certainly need time to think!
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	Title: “Fantastic Mr Fox”

Author: Roald Dahl

Oh Boggis and Bunce and Bean,

One fat, one short, one lean...

This is the beginning of a poem from one of my all time favourite children's books - Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl. I like it so much that I even bought a copy for my friend to take away travelling with him last month, he loved it too, and he's already 30! Roald Dahl's stories appeal to people of all ages as they are imaginative and exciting, and this book is one of the best. If you read it you will follow the adventures of Mr Fox and his family as they try to keep safe from the bad farmers Boggis, Bunce and Bean. You will also meet Mr Fox's friends and see that by working together and coming up with a cunning plan they can achieve anything.
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	Mr. John Guest (Demonstrator of Linguistics Department, HKU)

Title: The Vicar of Nibbleswicke 
Author: Roald Dahl

Title: The Penguin Book of 20th-Century Speeches 
Author: Brian MacArthur

I remember as a young person someone told me this short book was worth a read - it’s called "The Vicar of Nibbleswicke" by Roald Dahl.  It’s rather light reading but very funny and also light-hearted, and makes a change from the more serious reading that others recommend - hope you can take a look...it made me laugh.  I would recommend this to a primary school student.

Also, a more recent book I would recommend to the secondary school students is "The Penguin Book of 20th-Century Speeches" by Brian MacArthur - a book that for me I found more interesting reading the last speech first, then the second from last - so effectively reading it from back to front.
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	Title: “Twilight'”
Author: Stephanie Meyer
You will probably have heard of the blockbuster Hollywood film based on this book, but you should try reading the book itself.  This book is easy to read and very exciting.  The relationship between a teenage girl, Bella, and an immortal vampire, and the danger that is created by their relationship, will make your heart race with excitement right up to the last page.  The book has been so successful because although the fantasy world draws you in and adds a layer of interest, at the heart of the book is a simple love story that anyone can relate to, whether they have met a vampire or not!
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	Sarah Atkinson (i-Learner Education Consultant)
Title: “The Secret Garden”
Author: Frances Hodgson Burnett
This book is an English classic.  English school children have been reading it for almost 100 years, and so it is a great book for anybody with an interest in British culture.  It tells the story of a girl who is sent to live with her cold uncle in the lonely moors in the north of England after her parents die.  She is a spoilt girl who is used to getting her own way but after discovering a secret garden, she blossoms alongside the garden as winter turns into spring and as she discovers her uncle's other secrets.  The transformation of the main character and the beautiful language Frances Hodgson Burnett uses in her descriptions of the English countryside make this a spellbinding novel.  It is also a very rewarding read as the English is more old-fashioned and difficult than in modern novels, so it will test and improve your English as you read more of the book.  




1

